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MAN BITES DOGMAN BITES DOGMAN BITES DOGMAN BITES DOG    

AMOS 8:4AMOS 8:4AMOS 8:4AMOS 8:4----7777                                                                                            LUKE 16:1LUKE 16:1LUKE 16:1LUKE 16:1----8888    

SEPTEMBER 18, 2022SEPTEMBER 18, 2022SEPTEMBER 18, 2022SEPTEMBER 18, 2022                    TOM WHARTENBYTOM WHARTENBYTOM WHARTENBYTOM WHARTENBY    

    

LUKE HAS BEEN TESTING AND TEASING US FOR SOME LUKE HAS BEEN TESTING AND TEASING US FOR SOME LUKE HAS BEEN TESTING AND TEASING US FOR SOME LUKE HAS BEEN TESTING AND TEASING US FOR SOME 

TIME NOW.TIME NOW.TIME NOW.TIME NOW.    

    

He has presented us with a Jesus who has been saying and 

doing outrageous things.  

 Jesus has told a parable about a man who was beaten 

and robbed and left for dead: the home town folks pass 

him by, a despised foreigner helps him.  

 Then Jesus demanded that would-be followers “hate 

father and mother” for his sake.   

 Luke has told us a story in which Jesus is rude and 

ungrateful at the home of a good church-goer who had 

invited him home for dinner.  

 He has pictured Jesus eating with riff-raff and 

challenging the good folks to join him at table with 

them.   
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 And then there was the parable in which the prodigal is 

thrown a party and the hard-working loyal son is left 

out. 

 And now, Luke tells a shocking story about Jesus 

praising a dishonest scoundrel!  Talk about a story of 

man biting dog!!! 

 

MANY CALL THIS JESUS’ MOST DIFFICULT PARABLE.MANY CALL THIS JESUS’ MOST DIFFICULT PARABLE.MANY CALL THIS JESUS’ MOST DIFFICULT PARABLE.MANY CALL THIS JESUS’ MOST DIFFICULT PARABLE.    

    

The story involves a man who was probably an estate 

manager for an absentee landlord. In some unspecified way he is 

mismanaging his master’s estate-squandering its resources- as 

the prodigal son in the previous story had squandered his father’s 

inheritance. The master finds out-probably read about it in the Hot 

Line. He summons the man, fires him on the spot, and tells him to 

bring him the books. 

The servant leaves his master’s home in shock. His 

world is collapsing around him. But this guy is shrewd, he’s a 

survivor. He settles on a plan to provide for his future, a plan 

which involves neither hard work nor welfare. His plan: cook the 

books! He significantly lowers the amount each tenant of the 

estate owes his master, thus ingratiating himself with those 
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tenants- and hopefully putting them in his debt, a debt he will call 

in after he receives his walking papers. 

Well, the master finds out about his steward’s nefarious 

scheme. If we are expecting an angry explosion, if we are looking 

for the appearance of the police to arrest the swindler, we will be 

disappointed. Turns out the master is delighted with the 

resourcefulness of the scoundrel. He claps him on the back and 

praises him!   What in the world is going on? 

    

CHRISTIANS FOR NEARLY 2000 YEARS HAVE CHRISTIANS FOR NEARLY 2000 YEARS HAVE CHRISTIANS FOR NEARLY 2000 YEARS HAVE CHRISTIANS FOR NEARLY 2000 YEARS HAVE ASKED ASKED ASKED ASKED 

THAT VERY QUESTION.THAT VERY QUESTION.THAT VERY QUESTION.THAT VERY QUESTION.    

    

• Origen writes it off as an allegory about the mercy of God, 

lowering our debt of sin. 

• Ambrose thinks Jesus praised the man because he sought 

help for himself made possible by the mercy of his master. 

• Some scholars conclude that the text must be corrupt, in 

error. Jesus would never say such things.  

• Others are certain that the text is correct; Jesus is always 

saying radical things, always “sticking it to the man.” 



4 

 

• One scholar thinks Jesus is telling the crowd that it’s ok to 

cheat these absentee landlords; they are unjust scum and 

deserve what they get!!! 

• Father Robert Capon, who wrote several books on the 

parables, believes the parable is about Jesus, who like the 

dishonest steward negotiates a good deal for sinners-an 

echo of Origen’s interpretation of old. 

I don’t find any of the above explanations convincing. 

 

AUGUSTINE’S ANSWER APPEALS TO ME MORE.AUGUSTINE’S ANSWER APPEALS TO ME MORE.AUGUSTINE’S ANSWER APPEALS TO ME MORE.AUGUSTINE’S ANSWER APPEALS TO ME MORE.    

    

“Why did the Lord Jesus Christ present this parable to us?” 

Augustine wrote in a sermon preached in the fourth century. “He 

surely did not approve of that cheat of a servant…” Augustine 

goes on to say that what Jesus approved was the man’s foresight 

for the future: in a word, his prudence. 
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WE FIND THIS PARABLE IN CHAPTER 16 OF WE FIND THIS PARABLE IN CHAPTER 16 OF WE FIND THIS PARABLE IN CHAPTER 16 OF WE FIND THIS PARABLE IN CHAPTER 16 OF LUKE’SLUKE’SLUKE’SLUKE’S    

GOSPEL, A CHAPTER FOCUSING ON POSSESSIONS.GOSPEL, A CHAPTER FOCUSING ON POSSESSIONS.GOSPEL, A CHAPTER FOCUSING ON POSSESSIONS.GOSPEL, A CHAPTER FOCUSING ON POSSESSIONS.    

    

More precisely, the focus is on the prudent use of money. 

Luke seems to be saying that there are two schools of thought 

about what constitutes the prudent use of money. 

One school is that of “the children of this age.” This school 

lives by certain principles or maxims: 

• Get all the wealth you can, while you can, any way you 

can. Money is what it’s all about; focus on it 24/7. 

• Hang on to what you have gotten for dear life. 

• Shrewdly prepare for all contingencies; one never 

knows what the future will bring. 

• Always have a fallback plan. 

• Use your wealth to win friends and influence people---

especially people who can help you. 

 

In the kingdom of men and women, such behaviors are 

prudent. And if one’s goal is to be financially successful and 

secure in this world, these will carry you far.  The absentee 

landlord praises the conniving manager precisely because he too 
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plays by these rules. In the dishonest steward, the landlord might 

just recognize a kindred spirit! 

 

JESUS, HOWEVER, SPEAKS OF A DIFFERENT KINGDOMJESUS, HOWEVER, SPEAKS OF A DIFFERENT KINGDOMJESUS, HOWEVER, SPEAKS OF A DIFFERENT KINGDOMJESUS, HOWEVER, SPEAKS OF A DIFFERENT KINGDOM    

    

He speaks of a different kind of prudence. What is prudent in 

the kingdom of this world is foolishness in the kingdom of God. 

Remember the Kingdom of God turns everything on its head. The 

poor will be blessed, the rich cursed. The meek will inherit the 

earth. The hungry will be fed, the full turned empty away. 

Luke’s Gospel addresses the question, “How is one to 

live the Christian life in a pagan world?” An important part of 

that answer involves the way in which a Christian should view and 

use money. What constitutes prudent use of material 

possessions in God’s kingdom is very different from 

prudence in the kingdom of men and women. In the kingdom 

of God: 

 Riches are an impediment to entering the kingdom 

 Money is definitely not what it’s all about 

 Hanging on to money at all costs is foolishness, akin to 

                  re-arranging the deck chairs on the sinking Titanic. 
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 Those whose love of money shapes their lives will end 

up on the outside of this kingdom looking in. 

 

SO WHAT DOES SO WHAT DOES SO WHAT DOES SO WHAT DOES LUKE’SLUKE’SLUKE’SLUKE’S    GOSPEL TEACH US ABOUT GOSPEL TEACH US ABOUT GOSPEL TEACH US ABOUT GOSPEL TEACH US ABOUT 

MONEY?MONEY?MONEY?MONEY?    

    

First and foremost, Luke says that the children of light, those 

headed for the kingdom of God, use money in the service of love. 

Christians are called to live as creatures made in the image and 

likeness of God. Their use of their material resources should 

reflect God in the world.  God is loving, generous, self-giving, one 

might even say extravagant in His giving.  Unlike the Pharisees 

whom Jesus calls “lovers of money”, God knows that money is 

not the meaning of life, not where one should put one’s heart. 

    

LUKE IS THEREFORE TELLINGLUKE IS THEREFORE TELLINGLUKE IS THEREFORE TELLINGLUKE IS THEREFORE TELLING    US THAT CHRISTIANS US THAT CHRISTIANS US THAT CHRISTIANS US THAT CHRISTIANS 

MUST USE MONEY THE WAY GOD WOULD USE IT.MUST USE MONEY THE WAY GOD WOULD USE IT.MUST USE MONEY THE WAY GOD WOULD USE IT.MUST USE MONEY THE WAY GOD WOULD USE IT. 

    

If God had two coats and came across someone with none, He 

would give one of His coats away. 

If God had more food than He needed, He would give food to 

someone who had little or none. 
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If God were approached by a beggar, He would help him. 

If God were asked to lend some money, He would do so, even if 

the person was not a good risk. 

If someone forcibly took God’s coat away, God would offer the 

robber His shirt! 

Through this strange parable Jesus is urging us: 

• Use your possessions as instruments of love, to praise 

God and help your neighbor. 

• Be generous, not tight fisted 

• Never act as if money is the most important thing in life, 

the only thing that really matters. 

• Don’t be overly attached to money and what it can buy, 

for in the end, it cannot buy the one thing needful, 

Eternal Life. 

 That is the Priceless Gift of the One Master who matters, the 

Living God, the Holy One of Israel, the Father of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ. 

That is the gift given through the One who died on the cross, 

stripped of all of his possessions except the love he had for God 

and for all those lost souls whom God loved. 

May God’s grace gradually pry our grasping fingers from anything 

that dampens that love in our lives. 


